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Into the Pond Business

By BJ Linger

TOUGH LOVE AND A DESIRE TO MAKE A FATHER PROUD LEAD TO SUCCESS

o understand my obsession for
designing and creating water fea-
tures, we must go back 14 years. It
is 1991, 1 just graduated high school
and enrolled in the local commu-
nity college. To do what? | hadn't a
clue. But, I did learn early thar the
college scene was not for me. 1 left
school; my parents were not oo
happy. After months of Iﬁ;|rr|i:1!_5
about lindin;; a good job, I decided
to leave “Screamville” and go out on
my own, | found that I wasn't ready,
so | went back home,

Fading Hopes With the Military

At home | could never find my
calling, so I decided to enlist in the
military, where my dad and Uncle
Terry once served. I joined the New
Jersey National Guard and survived
basic training, learning quickly about
teamwork and the need to have a
strong leader — one who is persistent
and persevering. | also learned that

We are a stand-up outfit
and my partner and my
employees are exten-

sions of my passion.
wﬁwm

the recruiter scammed me about
a signing bonus, a training bonus,
and eligibility for the G. L. Bill. My
artitude with the service went from
bu-ra o yeah right! | received a gen-
cral discharge. With the discharge
came fading hopes from my dad thar
I would become .‘il]['l:ll.,'i‘.lttld:l."_ ﬁg;{in |
left home, and lived out of my car,
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A BJ Linger (center) shares a pint of Guinness after completing a pond build
in Ireland with fellow pondbuilders (left to right) Al Lentz, Lentzsca ping;
Christian Baker, James Ponds; Scott Hammeond, Blue Creek Landscape; Ed
Beaulieu, Aquascape Designs; Gerard Touhey, International Water Fea-
tures by Gerard; and Brian Helfrich, Aquascape Designs.

Soon 1 found a job with the help
of my friend, Jay. I was working with
East Coast Telecom, where 1 would
travel all over the country install-
ing complex phone systems. The job
paid $% per hour, plus hotel and food
expenses while on the road, [ was set.

To enhance my performance, |
even went to school to learn about
fiber optic installations. 1 did this
to make my dad proud. After three
years, the company landed a big job
in California...installing fiber optic
cables across the golden gate bridge,
and new phone systems in the com-
munities on both sides of the bridge.

Making Mom and Dad Proud
Before leaving for the project,

I went home to thank my folks —

especially my dad = for their rough

love. 1 never got a thank you, my dad
Just turned and walked away, but the
tears in his eyes led me to believe he
was somewhat proud. This would
be my last meaningful conversation
with my father.

[ left for San Francisco very excit-
ed and eager to succeed. We worked
very long hours. Two months later, 1
learned from my mom that my grand-
father died. I was not able to make
it back East for his funeral because
of work requirements, II}' parents
understood - so they said. A month
later my mom called again to say my
dad had died of a heart artack.

Next, | remember eulogizing my
dad, a man 1 had just come to know
only three months before. The words
tflowed from the heart. I remem-
ber looking at my hands and »












